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“Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the 
words of my mouth... I will utter dark sayings from of old, things 
that we have heard and known, that our fathers have told us. 
We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming 
generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the 
wonders that he has done... which he commanded our fathers to 
teach to their children, that the next generation might know them, 
the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to their children, 
so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works 
of God, but keep his commandments” - Psalm 78:1-7

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. And these words that I command you today 
shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall 
be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” - Deuteronomy 6:4-9

“But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ and be found in him...” - Philippians 3:7-9a



The Goal
That the next generations would be passionate disciples of 
Jesus who love, honor and treasure God and devote their 
lives to spreading his glory.

The Method

We will Model, Teach, Train & Pray
 » Model obedience, love & devotion to God
 » Teach God’s truths diligently
 » Train how to live in right response to God
 » Pray for our efforts & for God to save and grow them

We desire to disciple the next generations by modeling the 
life in Christ we want them to live, while inviting them to 
follow our example, teaching & training.

The Reason
Why all of this effort? Our children are hearing lies that 
oppose God and His truths daily as the world is attempting 
to lure them into darkness and empty unfulfilling pursuits. 
The only hope for the next generations is that by our 
intentional discipleship and God’s saving grace, they 
believe upon Jesus for salvation and find life, hope and joy 
in him.

So, they must:
 » Know & trust God’s Word
 » Always remember the glorious deeds of the Lord
 » Follow, obey & set their hope in Jesus
 » Be prayerful & dependent upon the Holy Spirit



Cornerstone Church Will
 » Provide a safe environment for children
 » Offer intentional discipleship classes & ministries
 » Provide training & resources for parents
 » Come alongside parents in loving community

Parents Must
 » Embrace their primary role in family discipleship
 » Commit to discipleship individually and as a family
 » Guard against worldly pursuits & distraction
 » Be devoted to gathering with us in services and in 

biblical community as a family

“God has called both the church and home to raise up 
the next generations to know, honor, and treasure God 
through Jesus Christ. This is accomplished through a 
strategic, loving partnership between the church and 
home. This partnership affirms that the parents by 
proximity, opportunity, and God’s design, bear unique 
responsibility for nurturing their children’s faith. This 
partnership also affirms the role and responsibility of 
church leadership to provide encouragement and training 
for parents, as well as the formal instruction for children 
and youth.” 

-An excerpt from Zealous 7 Commitments for The            
Discipleship of the Next Generations by Truth:78

The Partnership



The Practical
Before proceeding in the packet and further explanation of 
The Method, see the helpful tips on discipleship below.

Be Practical
Start with small steps of obedience you know will work for 
your family. Do not let comparison or your expectations 
overwhelm you.

Be Focused
Be focused on the goal and the reasons behind why we 
labor in areas of discipleship, and do not not become 
distracted by all of the little bumps along the road. 

Be Flexible
All of our families are different and that is a good thing! 
However, It also means that the model and rhythms of 
family discipleship that work best for our family might differ 
from what works best for another family. So, while we 
should seek to learn from this model and from others, we 
must remain flexible for the Holy Spirit to guide us in what 
practically works best for our own family.

Be Faithful
We will all feel like our efforts are failing at some point 
in discipleship. This may be caused by trying something 
that does not seem to work out or even an unintentional 
break in our efforts when it seemed to be going so well. 
Faithfulness in family discipleship simply means that we 
do not become paralyzed in our seeming failures, but 
instead we move forward in joyful obedience and trust that 
our perfect God can use imperfect to do great things. 



The Delight
Never forget, family discipleship is a good gift from God! It 
should bring us great joy to labor as parents for the good 
of our children. Also, there is great joy in watching God 
use our efforts to grow the next generations. Let’s not 
forget to have fun and be creative in our efforts! 

Have Fun
Our children will be able to sense if we are doing tasks out 
of duty or from a place of delight. Be intentional to make 
your time as a family fun and allow your children to see the 
joy you have in Christ. Our hope in Christ should produce 
a quality in us that makes it fun to spend time with us, 
which should include these times of family discipleship!

Show Intentionality
Make discipleship a time to be creative and find ways 
to connect your family to the glorious truths of God. 
Find ways to illustrate and explain the Scripture you are 
studying together to help everyone understand. Challenge 
yourself to put effort and intentionality into how you 
encourage obedient response and prayer to what you are 
reading. Find ways to assess what each member of the 
family needs in their personal spiritual journey and labor 
towards meeting that need!   



We will Model, Teach, Train & Pray

The 
Discipleship
Method
Explained



Model Faithfully
One of the best ways to love and disciple our children is by 
being a living example of what love and devotion to God 
looks like practically and inviting them to follow us as we 
follow Christ. We pray they remember our words, but they 
are certainly learning from our actions. This is not a call to 
perfection, but to a vulnerable and transparent relationship 
that models genuine faith and obedience.

Model Genuine Faith by
 » Demonstrating true repentance when you fail
 » Growing your faith in God and His promises
 » Striving to follow Christ and treasure Him
 » Living on mission to exalt Christ and His gospel
 » Living dependently upon the Holy Spirit in all things
 » Pursuing an active and deep prayer life
 » Modeling commitment to Cornerstone gatherings

Model Genuine Faith by Responding Today
If we are not modeling genuine obedience and response to 
God in our lives, how can we expect the next generations 
to respond in obedience to our instruction? Remember, 
small continued steps of obedience have the biggest 
impacts in personal and family discipleship. Nothing here 
is meant to pile guilt on top of you, but to encourage you 
to respond when God shows you areas of needed growth. 
Take small steps of obedience for God’s glory, your good 
and to model genuine faith to your family. 



Teach Diligently
“And these words that I command you today shall be 
on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your 
children...” - Deuteronomy 6:6-7a

This command reveals the goal, which is to teach in a way 
that impresses God’s truths on the hearts of our children.

What do we teach?
We must have a plan for what specific areas should be 
included in our teaching. We recommend the following:

The Gospel
Our discipleship should always be pointed towards the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and the implications it should have 
on every area of our life. The glorious truths of the gospel 
message must be the anchor we continually remind our 
children of and encourage them to live in response to. 

The Big Story (Biblical Theology)
We must teach that the Bible is one Big Story about who 
God is and of His mission to rescue a people from sin 
and death. Strive to place Bible studies into the context 
of God’s bigger story, so that we understand and interpret 
what we read in light of this bigger picture. 

The Big Truths (Systematic Theology)
Said simply, this is grouping what Scripture says about 
certain topics into helpful statements of truth to help us 
understand what God is teaching us about something. 
This includes many areas such as what the Bible teaches 
about God the Father, Jesus, creation, marriage, salvation, 
baptism and many other things. Teaching Big Truths helps 
our children understand what God wants them to know.



Spiritual Disciplines
If our children are going to have a personal relationship 
with God, then we must spend time teaching them how to 
read the Bible, pray, fast, meditate, and follow Jesus. 

Christian Living & Biblical Worldview
We must teach our children both how to live and how 
to see the world and everything in it in right response to 
what we learn from Scripture. When we study Scritpure, 
there will be much to teach about how to walk in a manner 
worthy of our calling in Christ and how to see others, the 
lost, and all else in the world rightly. Point these out!

The Great Commission
This is what allows us to teach our children about the 
entire purpose of our life on this earth as a Christian. We 
are to glorify God and exalt Christ through sharing the 
gospel and making disciples. This teaches children that 
God desires to use us in his mission to spread his glory to 
all the nations. We must be committed to this mission!

Treasuring Christ
This may not be its own category to some. However, many 
things are fighting for the hearts of the next generation. 
We must point our children to the ultimate treasure found 
in Jesus Christ and that nothing else could satisfy them.

If you are tempted to feel overwhelmed with this section, 
we want to remind you that Cornerstone desires to come 
alongside you and run the race together by providing 
community, trainings & trusted resources to help!



How do we teach?

We must address the practical issue of when and how to 
do this diligent teaching in family discipleship. 

Intentional Small Moments
A lot of discipleship can happen by simply being intentional 
in what seem like small ordinary moments of life. Use the 
examples below to think through all of the many ways we 
can point our children towards God through things we 
experience daily if we are intentional to do so. 

 » An ambulance siren can suddenly turn into a moment 
of teaching about prayer and the sanctity of human life.

 » A bad experience at school or work can be used 
to show how the gospel impacts how we treat and 
respond to others with love and forgiveness.

 » Beautiful moments observing nature can lead to a 
quick teaching on creation and what it reveals about 
God’s character, or many other things.

 » Seeing the evil of the world revealed in a moment of 
life can give us an opportunity to teach about the Great 
Commission and how Jesus is the only hope for the 
world we live in.

 » Selfishness in our children and times of discipline can 
be used to teach about the consequences of sin, need 
for Christ-like living and about biblical forgiveness. 

When the Word of God is impressed upon our hearts, we 
can use many small moments that make a big impact in 
the lives of our children. 



Purposeful Planned Settings
In order to teach diligently, we will also need to include 
planned times that have the sole purpose of studying and 
applying Scripture. Below are a few examples to help you 
think about how you may be able to do this practically. 

 » Weekly family devotional nights with Bible study 
and discussion questions to help with learning and 
application. 

 » Use a resource with age-appropriate Big Truths, like 
the one in our resource list, to add some intentionality 
into family devotional nights or at the dinner table. 

 » At bedtime, use a trusted prayer resource or method to 
teach children how to grow in their prayer life. 

 » Memorize Scripture together as a family to hide the 
Words of God in your heart in an attempt to further 
impress them upon everyone in your household. 

 » Prior to salvation, spend time intentionally teaching 
on the truths of the gospel and our need for God’s 
grace to cleanse us of our sin. After salvation, spend 
intentional time teaching our children how the gospel 
should impact our daily life.

 » As you read stories to younger children from the Bible 
be intentional to show them how that story fits into the 
Big Story.

 » As you see current events that make big impacts in 
the world, use that time to open the Bible and study 
Scripture related to how to process, pray, or deal with 
what is going on around you.



Train Intentionally

A danger for Christians is that we can study the Bible 
and feel some conviction, yet never move to obedient 
response to what we read. We can even fool ourselves 
into thinking we have done a good thing, but God desires 
and expects joyful obedience to the truth we learn as we 
study the Bible. We must train our children that genuine 
faith brings sincere and joyful obedience to God’s Word. 

Training in discipleship is helping our children see how 
they should respond to and apply God’s truths to their life 
in a practical way. Training is where teaching is moved 
deeper into obedience and growth as we respond. 

One of the best ways we train is by using discussion 
questions in response to our God’s Word. A few examples:

 » What does this passage demand of me?

 » How does this passage change the way I relate to or 
treat others?

 » How does this passage lead me to pray?

 » How might I need to think differently about God, myself, 
or others in response to this passage?

 » How does this passage change what I want or need in 
my life, or in the world?

 » What does this passage compel me to do, or not do?

 » Who can we share this truth, or the gospel, with?



Pray Desperately
We can labor faithfully, but we must remind ourselves that 
we cannot cause spiritual change in our children. We must 
pray desperately for our efforts, for our children, and for 
God’s saving grace and growth in them. Also, we must 
teach them to pray by modeling our trust and dependence 
upon the power and practice of prayer. 

A few examples of the types of things to pray for:
 » For their salvation and confident trust in God
 » That they would always treasure God above all things
 » For growth and passion as they follow Christ
 » For courage to stand up for God’s truth in this world
 » That their faith would become their own

A few examples of how to model & teach prayer:
 » Ask them how you can pray for them and do so
 » Ask them about their day and pray as you are lead
 » Share about your day and ask them to pray in response
 » Point out times, events and reasons we pray and do so
 » Share stories of answered prayer & other praises
 » Engage in Cornerstone prayer meetings together

These are not exhaustive lists, but rather starting points to 
bring intentionality to your family prayer life. May we spend 
many hours on our knees before our children leave our 
homes.

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer.” - Romans 12:12



Samples, Tools & Resources

Resources 
for Family
Discipleship



Sample Family Devotional
One of the best ways to combine many aspects of family 
discipleship is to set aside a times weekly to gather 
together for a family devotional. The length of these will 
vary based on ages and other factors.

Prayer
Ask God to bless this time and grow you as a family

Bible Study
Read Scripture from the Bible and then discuss answers to     
questions like:

 » What does this teach us about God?
 » What does this teach us about ourselves or others?
 » How does this call us to respond or obey?
 » How does this lead us to pray for ourselves or others?

Sing
Yes, it says sing! Do not let this feel awkward. It is 
beautiful when families sing praises to God together. 

Prayer
 » Praise God based off what you learned and studied 
 » Repent of any areas of sin that was exposed 
 » Ask for help to obey and apply what you have learned
 » Spend time praying for others or needs

When comfortable, consider adding in things like Scripture 
memorization and praying for missionary partners!



Bible Study & Prayer Methods
REAP Bible Study Method
 » R- Read the passage, note what seems important
 » E- Examine by asking questions to discover meaning
 » A- Apply by discussing what obedience looks like
 » P- Pray and ask God to help you apply the passage

MAPS Bible Study Method
 » M- Meditate
 » A- Apply
 » P- Pray
 » S- Share

PRAY Prayer Method
 » P- Praise God
 » R- Repent of sin
 » A- Ask for needs of others and personal
 » Y- Yield, slow down, listen, trust God’s answer

ACTS Prayer Method
 » A- Adoring and praising God
 » C- Confession of sin
 » T- Thanksgiving of your blessings
 » S- Supplication for others and you

JOY Prayer Method (younger children)
 » J- Jesus
 » O- Others
 » Y-You



Sample Family Mission Strategy
Build God’s mission into daily life! Consider things like the 
below to think about how to live on mission. We go where 
people are, in order to meet needs & share the gospel.

Pray for Missionaries & People Groups Often
Use an app or Cornerstone’s missionary partners

High Energy- Low Skill
Especially for younger kids, find ways to use their high 
energy to help you prepare things or find ways to serve in 
ways that they do not need a high skill level to be able to 
perform. Pack supplies, deliver food, seal envelops, pass 
out items to neighbors, etc.

Prayer Walk
Walk your neighborhood as a family while praying for the 
households or people you see. Teach them how to look for 
open doors to build relationships, pray with people, and 
then invite people into your life to build relationships and 
share the gospel. Teach younger children how to look for 
needs or opportunities, based on what they are seeing.

Beliefs & Cultural Differences
Expose them to other cultures, beliefs and ways of life. 
You do not want them to be suprised when someone does 
not believe in God or has different opinions of who he is. 
This shows we can share the gospel with anyone willing to 
hear.

Intentional Relationships
Teach your children how to build intentional relationships 
outside of the neighborhood in order to share the gospel 
by inviting them into the process. Families from a child’s 
sport team or other activity, friends from school, etc



Resources

Books & Sites

There are many great resources out there, but here are 
some of our most favorite and trusted ones. 

Intentional Parenting: Family Discipleship by Design
Tad Thompson gives a simple explanation and plan for discipleship.

Children’s Bible (Younger)

The Big Truths (Systematic Theology)

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.theapollosproject.com/thedisciplemakingparent/

The Disciple-Making Parent
Chap Bettis gives a comprehensive guidebook for discipleship.

Family Discipleship: Leading Your Home through Time, Moments, 
and Milestones
Matt Chandler and Adam Griffin’s book on family discipleship.

Family Shepherds: Calling and Equipping Men to Lead
Voddie Baucham Jr. guides men in how to shepherd their family. 

The Jesus Storybook Bible
Sally Lloyd-Jones points children to Jesus in the Old & New Testaments. 

Truth and Grace (TAG) Memory Books
A great aid to help teach children of all ages biblical truths. 

https://www.amazon.com/Intentional-Parenting-Family-Discipleship-Design/dp/1936760061/ref=sr_1_6?crid=1S6PMQM60PF9M&dchild=1&keywords=intentional+parenting&qid=1610461445&sprefix=intentional+parent%2Caps%2C194&sr=8-6
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.theapollosproject.com/thedisciplemakingparent/
https://www.theapollosproject.com/thedisciplemakingparent/
https://www.amazon.com/Family-Discipleship-Leading-through-Milestones/dp/143356629X
https://www.amazon.com/Family-Discipleship-Leading-through-Milestones/dp/143356629X
https://www.amazon.com/Family-Shepherds-Calling-Equipping-Their/dp/1433523698/ref=sr_1_5?crid=1K7IQNEVPFJ9J&dchild=1&keywords=voddie+baucham&qid=1622737288&s=books&sprefix=voddie+b%2Cstripbooks%2C176&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Storybook-Bible-Every-Whispers/dp/0310708257/ref=sr_1_3?crid=B8MASEHHWXGO&dchild=1&keywords=jesus+the+storybook+bible&qid=1622737605&sprefix=jesus+the+storybook%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-3
https://press.founders.org/shop/truth-and-grace-tag-memory-books-3-book-set-2/


Glorious God, Glorious Gospel Study
Developed as a family devotional to use with their children to ground 
them in the essential, foundational, and glorious truths of the gospel. 

The World Created, Fallen, Redeemed, and Restored
A book containing a simple gospel presentation using the themes of 
creation, fall, redemption, and restoration. Ages 6-10.

The Fighter Verses Scripture Memorization
Different levels of Scripture memorization cards to use as a family

The Very Bad News & the Very Good News
A book containing a simple gospel presentation using the themes of 
creation, fall, redemption, and restoration. Ages 4-7.

What Every Child Should Know About Prayer
A biblical theology of prayer for children with short Scripture & topics.

Helpful Articles

https://www.truth78.org/blog/post/keep-your-children-in-worship-for-worship

A helpful article with tips for parents with younger children for Sundays.

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/children-need-affection-authority/

A helpful article on the need for affection and authority. 

https://www.truth78.org/blog/post/leading-family-devotions

A helpful article with tips on leading family devotionals.

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/5-lies-family-discipleship/

A helpful article with 5 things that family discipleship is not!

Gospel & Other Resources

https://www.truth78.org/glorious-god-glorious-gospel
https://www.truth78.org/the-world-created-fallen-redeemed-and-restored
https://www.truth78.org/products/fighter-verses
https://www.truth78.org/the-very-bad-news-and-the-very-good-news
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1912373289/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.truth78.org/blog/post/keep-your-children-in-worship-for-worship
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/children-need-affection-authority/
https://www.truth78.org/blog/post/leading-family-devotions
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